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LARG®R TURKEY CROPYEXPECTSD THIS YEAR 


Turkey growers: plan to raise biel o7 million turkeys this year, according 
to February 1 returns from over 5,000 farmers throuzhout the United States. 
This would be the largest crop of Murkeys ever productd in this country--12 
percent larger than the 1942 crop, Turkey producers. in-the West North 
Central States, who prodaced 35 percent of the turkeys raised in 1942, 

plan an increase of 1] percent this year. In the Western States, which 
produced 27 percent of the 1942 crop, the expected increase is 17 percent; 


“+ Bast North Central, 14 percent; South Atlantie;.20 percent; and-in the 


South ventral Se A 4 percent. The largest se nooutnae increase is 19 per- 
eent in the North Atlantic States, where only 7 percent of the 1942 crop 

was produced. A sharp increase in expected poults is shown this year in 
flocks with less than 100 turkeys ast year. For these flocks there is 
reported anly a modsrate increase in poults to~be hone hatched but a large 
inerease “in intended purchasess6f hatcher ry poutts,. especially in the North 
Atlantic, North Central and Western States. 


Some difference between Pebruary indications and actual performance is to 
be expected, the difference, depending on the supply and price of hatching 
@ges, poult prices, the availability and cost of high protein feeds and the 
willingness of growers to accept late hatched poults. 4m former years the 
February 1 intention has slightly exceede@ actual performance, in 1938 by 

o percent, in 1959 and 1940 by 2 percent, in 1941, by less than 1 percent, 
and in 1942 by 8 percent, A smaller home hatch last year than was sxpected, 
with low ezz fertility, a poor demand for late hatched poults and a large 
death loss in brooding prevented any increase in the 1942 turkgy crop over 
1941, although hatchery production of poults was up 8 percenht., 


Although there are fewer breeder hens by.1 percent than last year, poult 
hatchings bezan earlier and in sreeter volume this yvar. Hatcheries re= 
port oxce sptionally largo carly ordcrs for poults and many hatcheries have 


-contractud their ontire cepacity for the season. Hatching eggs are in 


strong demand at prices higher than usual. In order to moct February 1 
expectations growers will have to greatly increase the number of home 
hatched poults.and buy more late hatched poults than last year. 


SLIGHT DECREASE IN BREEDER HENS THIS YEAR 


The number of.tturkey breeding hens on hand January 1 of this year was about 
1 percent less than a year ago, The South Atlantic, S38uth Central and West 
North Central States show decreases of 4, 5 and 9 percent respectively, 
while other areas show increases of 5 to 15 percent. The largest increas3 
was 15 percent.in the Western States, where producers in Oregon, Washington 
and California spccid&ize in the production ef turkey eggs for, hatching. 
These Pacific Coast States have 21 percent of the Nation's breeding flock. 


About 50 percent of the Nation's breeder hens are located in the West North 
Central States and 25-percent in the Western Statos.. Toxas with 609,000 
has the largest numbor of breeder hons, followed by California with 492 » 000. 
However, because of a la wor egg production per hen -- 53.4 eggs, Ce deavite 
produced about 16 Perea eee in beoeae yompared with 13 million in Texas. 
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Turkey Hens On Hand And Intentions to Raise Turkeys In ly4e 


State : Turkey hens on hend Jan alas turkeys retsed sie 
and Ps) Yona Pappu A Se ae day oh ;latended in 1948 
Division : : Number: % 1942 : : Number 7 1942 © 
ae ‘ Thousands Percent Thousands _Percent 
Maine : per mae a: US pei AEP rs 49 102 
NH, : 6 7 120 69 30 130 
Vte : 11 Ton wae 170 196 115 
Masse | : 25 30 120 240 238 126 
Rte is : 3 3 110 25 32 ae 
Com. : 13 15 118° 114 148 $130 
New York : 40 37 92 hit420 525 125 
New Jersey ae ine 15 115 138 186 2120 
Pa. : 66 64 97 1020 TAS 1 4k oe 
oa Alb Oe kes eee 188 10n ton eee DERE Rhee 
Ohio peso fot | 60 50 896 G01 pe kOS 
Ind. : + 45 52 115 1 394 Bie: SPO gk Ot 
pi an 58 TP 125 662 Foe 109 
Mich. : 55 55 100 A72 BYe “DEO 
504 630 125 
53 ae 
Towa : 133 128 93 1729 1902 110 
Mo. ok Pan eras 100. 1359 1654" 2h 120 
N. Dak. : 202 dtr 85 | 1212 VRS.» ac. REDO 
So MDAr: MESHES ERO 144 205" 1000 1070 107 
Nebr. : 142 128 90 1260 1386. "L10 
Kans. : 147 150 102 1064 £170 110 
Pere Con ts TRE ETL MLCet ek eOOM aad bee T0831. 12020 eet 
— Delaware ; Gv Pe ted L 85 es Tio 100 
Maryland : ayes? : 47 90 405°. 4.450 111 
Virginia ; 105 (LOG 93 902 992 110 
W. Va. | 30 eats 86 270 297 110 
Ne. 0% : Aes ‘38 85 268 300 Ve 
aera : Son ah ty Oo vi 155 170 110 
Ga. ee : 28 ai 110 149 168 120 
ae ae : 23 24 104 115 118 103 
oP AE : Ieo0, a, SOLAS 2568 2608 110; 
“Kentucky : SERRne ot aol GLOOM Mee Manne Cn Daren Bo 
Tenn. : 33.5 - 33 100 196 206 105 
Alabama : Bd lin 41 105 170. 196 115 
VWississippi : oe 44 100 143 160 112 
Ark. : eS a hes 100 140 140 100 
Levene: : Peeay 19 88 61 67 110 
Okla. : 225 180 80 eee nly: 105 
Texas : 621 609 98 3724 3798 102 
|S. CENT. : L057 TOOL Aas eae ok 5366 6086 To. 
Mont. ere BOO sree ne DAY eo One 276 290 105 
“Tdaho we >" : Ais Ue 22 115 273 328 120 
Wyo. . : 20 16 80 176 135 105 
Colo.é aie 65 55 85 888 977 110 
New Mexico gc oe ye Mae ' 16 123 55 69 125 
. Arizona f Le aie 92 74 81 110 
Utah ee. : 2 34 130 1166 1632 140 
Nev. - Rae. 55 6 120 36 54 150 
Washington Ai 84 113 135 1096 1425 130 
Oregan*. : 196 220 115 L726 1Ba9 110 
California . : J 448i it 1.492 115 3139 3453 110 
RG | a eas Ya e  CRGT ASE, 115.3 8905. 10395. +#«4116. 
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504938 ce ryrae BIRDS SOLD IN 1942 


The average weight per bird sold alive in 1942 was 16.3 pounds -- 0.4 pounds 
heavier than in 1941 and 1,2 pounds heavier than in 1940. The average weight 
has increased gradually since 1950, The larzest increase has taken place 

in the Western States where the broad-brested turkey is found in greatest 
numbers and birds are raised to heavier wights for the hotel and restaurant 


trade, 


The average turkey hen sold in. the United States in 1942 weighed 13.0 pounds 
live and 11,6 pounds dressed and the average tom weighed 19.6 pounds live and 
17.6 pounds dressed, Hens sold in the Western States in 1942 averasze 7 per- 
cent heavier than in any other area in the United States and toms averaged 

13 percent heavier, | 


AVERAGE WEIGHT PER TURKEY WHEN SOLD I) 1942 


Geographic ; Hens : Toms ; All 


: 

Division ; Alive : Dressed : Alive ; Dressed : Alive : Dressed 
: Pounds 

' North Atlantic pet) 11.4 Toone > bts 16.3 14.4 
East North Central ; 12.5 et ok) Loe7 16.6 13.6 13.8 
West North Central ; 12,8 11,4 19,2 ay ale 14,2 128 
South Atlantic hs ren goo Re ry 1864 roe Loge Logo 
South Central fide! ok LLeo Litee 168 14.8 13,4 
Western ia Raa | 12,4 carne E pets 18,0 Geo 
United States ean Be gre 8, 11.6 Lg.6 be Rime se oka 14.6 


LARGEST DEATH LOSS OF TURKEYS IN 1942 


The loss of turkey poults in 1942 was the largest in 6 years. It-was 28.8 
percent of the number bought and home hatched compared with 27.8 percent in 
1941 and 26.6: percent, the o-ycar (1937-41) average, Wet weather during May 
end June, reaching flood proportions in some arcas, was very unfavorable for 
poults and caused heavy losses, In all./parts of the country except the South 
Central and Western the loss of poults was larger than in 1941. The heav- 
jest loss is usally in the South Central States where, there is a larger pro-- 
bortionosfsmmall flocks than elsewhere in the United States, 


Breeding stock losses during 1942 averaged 11,1 percent compared with 10.1 
percent,in 1941 and 10.5 percent, the 5-year average. They were the heaviest 
in the last 5 years. Breedér losses were larger in 1942 than‘in 1941 in: all 
parts of the country except the West North Central and Western States where 
they were equal to or lighter than in 1941, 


DEATH LOSS OF TURKEYS 


; Young turkeys lost as a ; Breeding stock lost as 
Geor gaphic percent of total numbers: Bercent of numbers on 
Division ; bought and home hatched : hand January 1 
7938 21990:1940:1941:1942: 1988:1959:1940;1941: 1942 
| 3 Percent y s.. cake “Percent 


North Atlantic ieee hs Te ORT, ae Py ee 9 7 8 
East North Central 3; 21 20 18?) 21 20 le 10 10 10 10 
West North Central ; 23 285 29 ° 28 2 10 10 10 10 
South Atlantic tical oo 28 7 ai 13 12 1A) 10 a) 
South Central Coto Ot 3 A5 43 14 ry 13 13 16 
Western pce Lom eors ga.) 2) 6 5 5 8 7 


United States Pee Gyas 2660 25. 992758 2098 (1059 19.4 50 4h 
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